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The Assault on 
Universities
A Manifesto for Resistance

Edited by Michael Bailey and Des Freedman
With funding cuts well under way and many institutions already 
promising to charge the maximum £9,000 yearly tuition fee, university 
education for the majority is under threat. This book exposes the 
true motives behind the government’s programme and provides the 
analytical tools to fight it.

Widespread student protests and occupations, often supported 
by staff, unions and society at large, show the public’s opposition 
to funding cuts and fee increases. The contributors to this sharp, 
well-written collection, many of whom are active participants in the 
anti-cuts movement, outline what’s at stake and why it matters. They 
argue that university education is becoming increasingly skewed 
towards vocational degrees, which devalues the arts and social sciences 
– subjects that allow creativity and political inquiry to flourish.

Released at the beginning of the new academic year, this book will 
be at the heart of debates around the future of higher education in the 
UK and beyond, inspiring both new and seasoned activists in the fight 
for the soul of our universities.

Michael Bailey  is Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Essex. He is 
the author or editor of The Uses of Richard Hoggart (2011), Mediating Faiths 
(2011) and Narrating Media History (2008). He has held visiting fellowships 
at Goldsmiths, the LSE and at the University of Cambridge.

Des Freedman  is Reader in Communications and Cultural Studies at 
Goldsmiths, University of London and an editor of the journal Global Media 
and Communication. He is the author or editor of The Politics of Media Policy 
(2008), Television Policies of the Labour Party (2003) and War and the Media 
(2003). He is secretary of the Goldsmiths branch of the University and 
College Union.

NEXT READ

Wikiworld
Juha Suoranta and Tere Vadén
Pb  978-0-7453-2891-1  £17.99

The University in Chains
Confronting the Military-Industrial-Academic 
Complex

Henry A. Giroux
Pb  978-1-5945-1423-4  £13.99

Fight the university cuts this academic year

August 2011 
176pp  198mm x 129mm 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3191-1	 £14.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3192-8	 £50

 

Signatories to the 
Manifesto for Resistance 
include:

• Prof. Paul Gilroy
London School of Economics and author 
of There Ain’t No Black in the Union Jack

• Nick Davies
Author of Flat Earth News

• Prof. James Curran
Goldsmiths College and author of Power 
Without Responsibility

• John Pilger
Award-winning journalist and 
broadcaster

• Jeremy Dear
General Secretary of the NUJ

• John McDonnell MP
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Inside Al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban
Beyond 9/11

Syed Saleem Shahzad
A myriad of authors, journalists, academics and analysts have 
attempted to reveal what drives Al-Qaeda and Taliban leaders and 
fighters. Syed Saleem Shahzad is the only one to have gone to their 
strongholds and asked them.

Shahzad, a Pakistani investigative reporter, has a level of access to 
Al-Qaeda and the Taliban that Western journalists can only dream 
of. He has interviewed many top-level strategists and fighters in both 
movements on multiple occasions in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Jordan. In Inside Al-Qaeda and the Taliban he uses first-hand accounts 
and his own local knowledge to build up a convincing picture of the 
aims and motivation of the leaders and fighters in radical Islamic 
movements.

This is a version of the ‘war on terror’ that has never been told. It 
will fascinate anyone concerned with the strategy and tactics of the 
most controversial Islamic movements.

Syed Saleem Shahzad  is an investigative reporter with unparalleled 
access to leaders and fighters in Islamic movements. He is the only 
journalist to have interviewed  Ilyas Kashmiri, one of the most dangerous 
Al-Qaeda commanders. He has been both a hostage and a guest of the 
Taliban, giving him insight into its workings that no other journalist can 
match. His work has appeared in Le Monde Diplomatique and Asia Times 
Online. He is the chairman of Asia Despatch, an intellectual movement to 
bring together nations and cultures.

NEXT READ

Hamas
A Beginner’s Guide

Khaled Hroub
Pb  978-0-7453-2972-7  £14.99

Hizbu’llah
Politics and Religion

Amal Saad-Ghorayeb
Pb  978-0-7453-1792-2  £24.99

Meet the new generation of Al-Qaeda and Taliban

July 2011 
280pp  215mm x 135mm  7 maps 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3101-0	 £17.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3102-7	 £60

Not available in Australia and New Zealand

“
When Syed Saleem 
Shahzad talks, I listen. 

He is the most fearless and 
reliable journalist covering 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
Nobody interested in the 
region, in Al-Qaeda or in the 
Taliban can afford to ignore 
his work. 
Nir Rosen 
author of The Triumph of the Martyrs: A Reporter’s 
Journey Into Occupied Iraq

“
Syed Saleem Shahzad 
has long been able 

to penetrate the Afghan 
and Pakistani Taliban 
organisations in a way that 
no other journalist has. 
His unique knowledge and 
contacts make his writing a 
‘must read’ for anyone who 
wants to understand those 
movements. 
Gareth Porter 
historian and author of Perils of Dominance: Imbalance 
of Power and the Road to War in Vietnam



www.plutobooks.com  PlutoPress 3

Understanding
Al Qaeda
Changing War and Global Politics

Mohammad-Mahmoud Ould Mohamedou
This book controversially argues that Al Qaeda has clear aims, and that 
the only way to defeat it is to engage with its arguments in a serious 
way.

Since the publication of the first edition in 2006, Mohamedou 
has brought the text right up-to-date. Starting with Al Qaeda’s 
creation almost twenty years ago, and sketching its global mutation, 
Mohamedou explains that there is a clear strategy to Al Qaeda’s 
actions. He shows that the ‘war on terror’ is failing, only serving to 
recruit more terrorists to Al Qaeda’s cause. He also puts forward a case 
for how the international community can best respond. 

Arguing that it is dangerous to dismiss Al Qaeda as illogical and 
irrational, this incisive and original book is important for policy-
makers and ideal for undergraduates in international relations, Middle 
East studies and peace/conflict studies.

Mohammad-Mahmoud Ould Mohamedou  is Visiting Professor 
of International History and Politics at the Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies in Geneva, and Associate Fellow 
at the Geneva Centre for Security Policy. He was previously the Associate 
Director of the Programme on Humanitarian Policy and Conflict Research 
at Harvard University, where he founded the Transnational and Non-State 
Armed Groups Project. He is the author of Iraq and the Second Gulf War: 
State-Building and Regime Security (2001), and Contre-Croisade: Origines et 
Conséquences du 11 Septembre (2011).

NEXT READ

Power and Terror
Conflict, Hegemony, and the Rule of Force

Noam Chomsky
Pb  978-0-7453-3137-9  £12.99

Terrorism for Humanity
Inquiries in Political Philosophy

Ted Honderich
Pb  978-0-7453-2133-2  £18.99

Time to talk to Al Qaeda?

July 2011 
192pp  215mm x 135mm  2 figures 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3167-6	 £16.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3168-3	 £55

 

“
Mohamedou is a top-
notch academic. In 

today’s world, you can’t afford 
to miss this book. 
Tim Sebastian 
award-winning former BBC foreign correspondent and 
presenter of HARDtalk

“
Mohammad Mohamedou 
has written a political 

analysis which provides 
a much-needed secular 
understanding of Al Qaeda as 
one among several organised 
forces in a rapidly changing 
international arena. Unlike 
most writers on the subject 
who tend to be mesmerised by 
Al Qaeda’s religious discourse, 
Mohamedou insists on 
understanding the changing 
significance of the discourse 
against a historical backdrop 
of actions and events. 
Mahmood Mamdani 
Herbert Lehman Professor of Government, Columbia 
University

Second Edition
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From Palestine to Israel
A Photographic Record of Destruction and 
State Formation, 1947-1950

Ariella Azoulay
In this carefully curated and beautifully presented photobook, Ariella 
Azoulay offers a new perspective on four crucial years in the history of 
Palestine/Israel.

The book reconstructs the processes by which the Palestinian 
majority in Mandatory Palestine became a minority in Israel, while the 
Jewish minority established a new political entity in which it became a 
majority ruling a minority Palestinian population. By reading over 200 
photographs from that period, most of which were previously confined 
to Israeli state archives, Azoulay recounts the events and the stories 
that for years have been ignored or only partially acknowledged in 
Israel and the West.

Including substantial analytical text, this book will give activists, 
scholars and journalists a new perspective on the origins of the 
Palestine-Israel conflict.

Ariella Azoulay  directs the Photo-Lexic project at the Minerva 
Humanities Centre at Tel Aviv University. She is the author of Civil 
Imagination: Political Ontology of Photography (2011), The Civil Contract 
of Photography (2008), Once Upon a Time: Photography Following Walter 
Benjamin (2006) and Death’s Showcase: The Power of Image in Contemporary 
Democracy (2001). She won the 2002 Infinity Award for Writing, presented 
by the International Center for Photography for excellence in the field of 
photography.

NEXT READ

Against the Wall
The Art of Resistance in Palestine

William Parry
Pb  978-0-7453-2917-8  £15.00

Palestine in Pieces
Graphic Perspectives on the Israeli Occupation

Kathleen Christison and Bill Christison
Pb  978-0-7453-2929-1  £14.99

Forgotten pictures from the Nakbah

October 2011 
240pp  205mm x 150mm  214 black and white photos 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3169-0	 £17.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3170-6	 £60
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Corporate Complicity in 
Israel’s Occupation
Evidence from the London Session of the 
Russell Tribunal on Palestine

Edited by Asa Winstanley and Frank Barat. 
Foreword by Alice Walker
The Russell Tribunal on Palestine is a people’s tribunal in the spirit of 
the Tribunal on Vietnam that was set up by Bertrand Russell in the 
1960s. This book contains a selection of the most vital evidence and 
testimonies presented at the London session.

Examining the involvement of corporations in the illegal occupation 
of Palestinian land by Israel, the tribunal of 2010 generated 
widespread media coverage. The book identifies companies and 
corporations participating in such illegality and possibilities for legal 
action against them are discussed.

Released to coincide with the South Africa session at the end of 
2011, Corporate Complicity in Israel’s Occupation is a vital resource 
to lawyers, journalists and activists hoping to take informed action 
against Israeli war crimes and occupation.

Asa Winstanley  is a journalist who has lived in occupied Palestine. He 
writes for Electronic Intifada, the New Left Project and Ceasefire. He worked 
for two years in the occupied West Bank and was managing sub-editor of 
the Palestine Times, an English language daily newspaper.

Frank Barat  is a human rights activist and the coordinator of the 
Russell Tribunal on Palestine. He has written for Electronic Intifada, 
Counterpunch, Z Magazine, New Internationalist, Washington Report on 
Middle East Affairs and the Palestine Chronicle. He is the editor of Gaza in 
Crisis: Reflections on Israel’s War against the Palestinians (2010).

NEXT READ

Europe’s Alliance with Israel
Aiding the Occupation

David Cronin
Pb  978-0-7453-3065-5  £17.99

From Coexistence to Conquest
International Law and the Origins of the Arab-
Israeli Conflict, 1891-1949

Victor Kattan. Foreword by Richard Falk
Pb  978-0-7453-2578-1  £29.95

Named and shamed: the companies supporting the 
occupation

October 2011 
272pp  215mm x 135mm  6 photos 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3159-1	 £19.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3160-7	 £65

 

“
This book is an 
important, practical tool 

in the non-violent struggle 
against apartheid in the Holy 
Land. 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate

“
A specially inspiring 
and praiseworthy civil 

society effort in the pursuit of 
upholding international law 
and holding Israel accountable 
to it. 
Omar Bargouti 
co-founder of the Palestinian Civil Society BDS 
Movement

“
It is vitally important to 
pursue the complicity of 

any corporations which aid or 
abett human rights violations. 
The Russell Tribunal is to be 
commended. 
Julie Christie 
Actress, activist and patron of the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign
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Life Without Money
Building Fair and Sustainable Economies

Edited by Anitra Nelson and Frans Timmerman
The money-based global economy is failing. The credit crunch 
undermined capitalism’s ability to ensure rising incomes and 
prosperity while market-led attempts to combat climate change are 
fought tooth and nail by business as environmental crises continue.

We urgently need to combat those who say ‘there is no alternative’ 
to the current system, but what would an alternative look like? The 
contributors to Life Without Money argue that it is time radical, non-
market models were taken seriously. The book brings together diverse 
voices presenting strong arguments against our money-based system’s 
ability to improve lives and prevent environmental disaster. Crucially, 
it provides a direct strategy for undercutting capitalism by refusing 
to deal in money, and offers money-free models of governance and 
collective sufficiency.

Life Without Money is written by high-profile activist scholars, 
including Harry Cleaver, Ariel Salleh and John O’Neill, making it an 
excellent text for political economy and environmental courses, as well 
as an inspiring manifesto for those who want to take action.

Anitra Nelson  is an Honorary Associate Professor in the School of 
Global Studies, Social Science and Planning at RMIT University (Australia). 
She is the author of Marx’s Concept of Money: The God of Commodities (1999) 
and edited Steering Sustainability in an Urbanizing World: Policy Practice and 
Performance (2007). 

Frans Timmerman  was socialist faction leader in the Australian Labor 
Party and political adviser to members of parliament. He edited Free 
Palestine (1979–1990), published by the General Palestinian Delegation in 
Australia.

NEXT READ

The Future of Money
From Financial Crisis to Public Resource

Mary Mellor
Pb  978-0-7453-2994-9  £17.99

Basic Income
The Material Conditions of Freedom

Daniel Raventós
Pb  978-0-7453-2629-0  £16.99

Creative alternatives to money-based economies

November 2011 
256pp  215mm x 135mm 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3165-2	 £17.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3316-8	 £60
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The Lure of the City
From Slums to Suburbs

Edited by Austin Williams and Alastair Donald
Cities, by their very nature, are a mass of contradictions. They can be 
at once visually stunning, culturally rich, exploitative and unforgiving. 
In The Lure of the City Austin Williams and Alastair Donald explore the 
potential of cities to meet the economic, social and political challenges 
of the current age.

This book seeks to examine the dynamics of urban life, showing 
that new opportunities can be maximised and social advances realised 
in existing and emerging urban centres. The book explores both the 
planned and organic nature of urban developments and the impacts 
and aspirations of the people who live and work in them. It argues 
convincingly that the metropolitan mindset is essential to the struggle 
for human liberation.

The short, accessibly written essays are guaranteed to spark debate 
across the media and academia about the place of cities and urban life 
in our ever-changing world.

Austin Williams  is author of The Enemies of Progress (2008) and co-
editor of The Future of Community (Pluto, 2009). He is the founder of 
ManTownHuman, director of the Future Cities Project and convenor of the 
infamous ‘Bookshop Barnies’ book discussions.

Alastair Donald  is researching Urban Systems and Metropolitan 
Design at the Martin Centre for Architectural and Urban Studies, 
University of Cambridge. He is co-editor of The Future of Community (Pluto, 
2009).

NEXT READ

Global Cities At Work
New Migrant Divisions of Labour

Jane Wills, Kavita Datta, Yara Evans, Joanna Herbert, 
Jon May and Cathy McIlwaine
Pb  978-0-7453-2798-3  £22.99

The Future of Community
Reports of a Death Greatly Exaggerated

Edited by Dave Clements, Alastair Donald, Martin 
Earnshaw and Austin Williams
Pb  978-0-7453-2816-4  £14.99

How cities will allow us to realise our potential

September 2011 
168pp  198mm x 129mm 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3177-5	 £17.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3178-2	 £60

 

 



www.plutobooks.com  PlutoPress8

Crisis in Korea
America, China and the Risk of War

Tim Beal
The South Korean warship Cheonan was sunk in mysterious 
circumstances on 26 March 2010. The remarkable events that 
followed are analysed by Tim Beal and woven into a larger study of the 
increasingly volatile relations between North and South Korea and US 
concern about the rise of China.

South Korea’s stance towards the North has hardened significantly 
since the new conservative government came to power. Beal argues 
that the South moved quickly to use the sinking of the Cheonan to 
put international pressure on the North, even before the cause of the 
sinking had been established. The US followed suit by attempting to 
pressurise China into condemning North Korea. The media reports 
at the time presented an open and shut case of unprovoked North 
Korean aggression, but the evidence points towards the accidental 
triggering of a South Korean mine as the cause and South Korean 
fabrication to incriminate the North.

With the South bent on forcing the fall of the North’s regime 
with US help and China unlikely to stand idly by, this book offers 
an essential guide to the key factors behind the crisis and possible 
solutions.

Tim Beal  has researched and taught widely on Asian politics and business 
and is currently focused on North Korea. He has recently retired from the 
School of Marketing and International Business at Victoria University of 
Wellington in New Zealand. He is the author of North Korea: The Struggle 
Against American Power (Pluto, 2005).

NEXT READ

North Korea on the Brink
Struggle For Survival

Glyn Ford and Soyoung Kwon
Pb  978-0-7453-2598-9  £19.99

North Korea
The Struggle Against American Power

Tim Beal
Pb  978-0-7453-2013-7  £21.99

The dangers of heightened tensions in Korea

August 2011 
288pp  215mm x 135mm  13 figures, 6 photographs 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3162-1	 £19.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3161-4	 £60
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Kings to Comrades
Nepal’s Maoist Movement and the 
Democratic Transition

Nishchal Basnyat
Kings to Comrades takes a unique look at one of the most successful 
revolutions of the twenty-first century: the Maoist revolution in 
Nepal.

Nishchal Basnyat incorporates rare interviews with Nepal’s Maoist 
leaders and newly discovered documentary evidence that help us 
better understand the Maoist war in Nepal and its outcome. In an 
accessible style, Basnyat explores the causes of the Maoist revolution 
and the characteristics of the decade-long war. He goes on to analyse 
the fascinating process by which the rebels were transformed into a 
political party and ultimately democratised.

This book will provide invaluable material for anyone studying 
Nepal as well as students of communist movements, third-world 
revolutions and rebel-to-party transformations.

Nishchal Basnyat  is the Lt. Charles Fiske III Harvard Scholar at Trinity 
College, Cambridge University. A graduate of Harvard University, he was 
awarded the John Harvard Scholarship for academic distinction, the 
Thomas T. Hoopes Prize for his thesis and was the editor-in-chief of the 
Harvard South Asian Journal. He writes on Nepalese politics for national 
and international newspapers.

NEXT READ

Dispatches From the People’s 
War in Nepal
Li Onesto
Pb  978-0-7453-2340-4  £23.99

The Cultural Politics of 
Markets
Economic Liberalization and Social Change in 
Nepal

Katharine Neilson Rankin
Pb  978-0-7453-1944-5  £18.99

From armed struggle to democratic politics

September 2011 
240pp  215mm x 135mm 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3097-6	 £17.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3098-3	 £60
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Hope Amidst Despair
HIV/AIDS-Affected Children in Sub-Saharan 
Africa

Susanna W. Grannis
Of the 16 million children to have been orphaned by AIDS worldwide, 
almost 15 million live in sub-Saharan Africa. Hope Amidst Despair 
focuses on these children and those who are made vulnerable by HIV/
AIDS.

Of the millions affected, many live in deep poverty, experience 
little schooling, have unmet health and psychological issues and bear 
the burden of stigma. Their plight is often ignored and, as a result, 
they lead lives of isolation and exclusion that threaten their futures. 
The book  gives  voice to HIV/AIDS orphans, allowing them to tell 
their stories and explain the challenges they face. Susanna Grannis, 
founder of CHABHA (Children Affected by HIV/AIDS), shows through 
first-hand experience and research how young community leaders can, 
with help, effectively promote children’s wellbeing and independence. 
Readers learn of the complexities and possibilities involved in positive 
development through the analysis of data on children from five 
different countries in sub-Saharan Africa. 

This will be an essential title for HIV/AIDS campaigners, students 
of development studies, policy makers, donors, and anyone concerned 
about the welfare of children in developing countries.

Susanna W. Grannis  founded and led, until 2010, CHABHA, Children 
Affected by HIV/AIDS. CHABHA partners with community-based children’s 
associations in Africa. She was professor and dean at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago, Queens College - CUNY, and at the Bank Street College 
of Education. Her previous publications (as Susanna W. Pflaum) focused on 
children’s education.

NEXT READ

The Politics of Prevention
A Global Crisis in AIDS and Education

Tania Boler and David Archer
Pb  978-0-7453-2732-7  £11.99

Children of AIDS
Africa’s Orphan Crisis

Emma Guest
Pb  978-0-7453-2075-5  £21.99

Helping HIV/AIDS affected children rebuild their lives

October 2011 
200pp  215mm x 135mm 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3153-9	 £14.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3154-6	 £45

 

“
Susanna Grannis’ book 
brings us up-to-date with 

how the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
is affecting Africa’s children.  
The stigma attached to the 
disease may be diminishing, 
but children’s grief at their 
parent’s death remains raw.  
It’s a sensitive and informative 
book.    
Emma Guest 
author Children of AIDS: Africa’s Orphan Crisis (Pluto, 
2003) 
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The Empty Bread Basket
Food and Farming in the Fertile Crescent

Rami Zurayk and Tariq Tell
The Fertile Crescent, the region encompassing Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan and Palestine, has, despite its name, historically faced 
challenges to food security from Imperial powers and, more recently, 
foreign agribusiness.  

The Empty Bread Basket unravels the paradoxes of food and empire 
in the Fertile Crescent using a comparative and historical political 
economy of agrarian change. The structures that condition rural 
development in the region are traced historically, as the result of 
capitalist development and colonially mediated state-building that 
began during the 19th century Ottoman Tanzimat reform and 
accelerated with the imposition of Western colonialism after World 
War I. The contemporary food dependence of the Fertile Crescent is 
explained as the cumulative outcome of these historical processes and 
the agendas of Western governments and international development 
agencies.

As commodity prices soar across the world, food security is set to 
become a key issue for students studying Middle Eastern politics and 
development studies.

Rami Zurayk  is Professor in the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences 
at the American University of Beirut (AUB). He has worked extensively in 
development throughout the Middle East and has served as a consultant to 
the United Nations and the World Bank. He is the author of Food, Farming 
and Freedom (2011).

Tariq Tell  is the author of Social Origins of Hashemite Rule (2010). He 
has published on Jordanian-Palestinian relations, political liberalisation 
under King Hussein and on the agrarian development of the East Bank, as 
well as editing two academic works on the social and political history of 
modern Jordan.

NEXT READ

Seasons of Hunger
Fighting Cycles of Starvation Among the World’s 
Rural Poor

Stephen Devereux, Bapu Vaitla and Samuel 
Hauenstein Swan. Foreword by Robert Chambers
Pb  978-0-7453-2826-3  £9.99

Hunger Watch Report 2007-08
The Justice of Eating - the Struggle For Food and 
Dignity in Recent Humanitarian Crises

Action Against Hunger, edited by Samuel 
Hauenstein Swan and Bapu Vaitla
Pb  978-0-7453-2746-4  £8.99

A food crisis in the Middle East

November 2011 
272pp  215mm x 135mm 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3176-8	 £18.99
Hb	978-0-7453-3175-1	 £65
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How to Read Foucault’s 
Discipline and Punish
Anne Schwan and Stephen Shapiro

Series: How to Read Theory

Michel Foucault’s Discipline and Punish is one of the best-selling works 
of critical theory and a key text on many undergraduate courses. 
However, it is a long, difficult text which makes Anne Schwan and 
Stephen Shapiro’s excellent step-by-step reading guide a welcome 
addition to the How to Read Theory series.

Undergraduates across a wide range of disciplines are expected 
to have a solid understanding of Foucault’s key terms, which have 
become commonplace in critical thinking today. While there are many 
texts that survey Foucault’s thought, these are often more general 
overviews or biographical précis that give little in the way of robust 
explanation and discussion. In contrast, Schwan and Shapiro take a 
plain-speaking, yet detailed, approach, specifically designed to give 
students a thorough understanding of one of the most influential texts 
in contemporary cultural theory.

Anne Schwan  is Lecturer in English Literature at Edinburgh Napier 
University.

Stephen Shapiro  is Professor of English and Comparative Literary 
Studies at the University of Warwick.

NEXT READ

Michel Foucault
Materialism and Education

Mark Olssen
Pb  978-1-5945-1169-1  £19.99

Foucault and Law
Towards a Sociology of Law As Governance

Alan Hunt and Gary Wickham
Pb  978-0-7453-0842-5  £21.99

Series: How to Read Theory

July 2011 
176pp  177mm x 125mm 
Pb	 978-0-7453-2980-2	 £12.99
Hb	978-0-7453-2981-9	 £45

 

 



www.plutobooks.com  PlutoPress 13

How to Read Adorno 
and Horkheimer’s 
Dialectic of 
Enlightenment 
Nicholas R. Lawrence

Series: How to Read Theory

Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer’s Dialectic of Enlightenment 
is a formative text in the canon of critical theory, and a classic of 
twentieth-century thought. Nick Lawrence’s excellent guide aids 
students in their study of this central work.

We now take for granted that the so-called ‘enlightenment’ is a 
complicated and contested idea, yet Adorno and Horkheimer were 
among the first to argue that rational and progressive discourse – 
premised on the goal of controlling nature and liberating humanity 
from fear – can carry within it the seeds of regression. This book 
introduces students to the context within which Dialectic of 
Enlightenment was written, giving special attention to the intellectual 
debates surrounding its composition. Key concepts from the text - 
such as ‘enlightenment’, ‘myth’ and ‘the domination of nature’ - are 
described and contextualised.

This book is an invaluable tool for students and lecturers who need 
to engage with this key text.

Nicholas R. Lawrence  is Associate Professor in the Department of 
English and Comparative Literary Studies at the University of Warwick.
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Negativity and Revolution
Adorno and Political Activism

Edited by John Holloway, Fernando Matamoros and 
Sergio Tischler
Pb  978-0-7453-2836-2  £22.99

How to Read Marx’s Capital
Stephen Shapiro
Pb  978-0-7453-2561-3  £14.99

Series: How to Read Theory
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A ‘Toxic Genre’
The Iraq War Films

Martin Barker
Over the last five years, a cycle of films has emerged addressing the 
ongoing Iraq conflict. Some became well-known and one of them, The 
Hurt Locker, won a string of Oscars. But many others disappeared into 
obscurity. What is it about these films that led Variety to dub them a 
‘toxic genre’?

Martin Barker analyses the production and reception of these 
recent Iraq war films. Among the issues he examines are the borrowing 
of soldiers’ YouTube styles of self-representation to generate an 
‘authentic’ Iraq experience, and how they take refuge in ‘apolitical’ 
post-traumatic stress disorder. Barker also looks afresh at some classic 
issues in film theory: the problems of accounting for film ‘failures’, the 
shaping role of production systems, the significance of genre-naming 
and the impact of that ‘toxic’ label.

A ‘Toxic Genre’ is fascinating reading for film studies students and 
anyone with an interest in cinema’s portrayal of modern warfare.

Martin Barker  is Research Professor at Aberystwyth University. He 
has researched and published widely on topics ranging from comic books, 
censorship campaigns, arguments over ‘dangerous media’, methods of film 
analysis, and audiences for films ranging from Judge Dredd and Crash to 
Being John Malkovich and The Lord of the Rings. 

NEXT READ

Reel Power
Hollywood Cinema and American Supremacy

Matthew Alford. Foreword by Michael Parenti
Pb  978-0-7453-2982-6  £14.99

From Antz to Titanic
Reinventing Film Analysis

Martin Barker and Thomas Austin
Pb  978-0-7453-1579-9  £18.99

Why do films on the Iraq war fail at the box office?
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“
A critical 
multidimensional 

analysis of how film culture 
deals with war and politics. 
Clearly written, broadly 
informed, and engagingly 
insightful. 
Michael Parenti 
author of The Face of Imperialism

“
An excellent and original 
analysis. Lucidly argued. 

Geoff King 
Director of the Screen Media Research Centre at Brunel 
University, London 

“
One of the best studies 
yet of filmmaking in our 

contemporary age of war. An 
indispensable guide both to 
a challenging cycle of films 
and to the wider struggle of 
cinema to be seriously political 
today. 
David Slocum 
Professor at the Berlin School of Creative Leadership, 
Steinbeis University and editor of Hollywood and War 
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Ireland’s Economic 
History
Crisis and Uneven Development in the 
North and South

Gerard McCann
With clarity and depth, Gerard McCann explores the complex 
developments that have shaped Ireland’s economic development, 
north and south, and led to recurring crises and instability. 

The Irish economy has been traditionally portrayed as a product 
of its political divisions and the colonial legacy, divided and analysed 
in terms of the hegemonic tensions that exist on the island. 
Influenced by these divisions, academics have tended to look at a 
two-region approach to economic development, without adequately 
acknowledging the interactive nature of the island economy as a source 
of the crises or as a solution to systemic divergence.

McCann’s definitive and dynamic history of the Irish economy 
circumvents conventional analyses and investigates the economic 
development of the island economy as a whole, highlighting where 
aggressive differentiation has been divisive and destabilising. He 
concludes by considering an alternative integrated and cohesive 
process of economic development.

Gerard McCann  is a Senior Lecturer in European Studies and Geography 
at St Mary’s University College (Queen’s University, Belfast). He is Director 
of the Global Dimension in Education project and coordinates partnership 
initiatives with colleges in Africa and the Middle East. He has written 
extensively on the European Union’s development and education policies.
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We the Peoples of Europe
Susan George
Pb  978-0-7453-2633-7  £14.99

Cosmopolitan Ireland
Globalisation and Quality of Life

Carmen Kuhling and Kieran Keohane
Pb  978-0-7453-2649-8  £17.99

Why Ireland’s economy crashed so badly
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Towards a Second 
Republic
Irish Politics and the Celtic Tiger

Peadar Kirby and Mary P. Murphy
During the 1990s and 2000s, the Irish ‘Celtic Tiger’ model of 
development was hailed as a model for other European countries, but 
the global economic crisis has completely removed the credibility of 
Ireland’s approach. So where does the country go now?

Towards a Second Republic analyses Ireland’s economics, politics 
and society, drawing important lessons from its cycles of boom 
and bust. Peadar Kirby and Mary Murphy expose the winners and 
losers from the current Irish model of development and relates these 
distributional outcomes to the use of power by Irish elites. The authors 
examine the role of the EU and compare Ireland’s crisis and responses 
to those of other states.

More than just an analysis of the economic disaster in Ireland, 
the book is also a proposal to construct new and more effective 
institutions for the economy and society. It is a must read for students 
of Irish politics and political economy.

Peadar Kirby  is Professor of International Politics and Public Policy in 
the University of Limerick. He is the author of Celtic Tiger in Collapse (2010) 
and co-editor of Transforming Ireland (2009).

Mary P. Murphy  is a lecturer in Irish Politics and Society, National 
University of Ireland Maynooth. She has published in journals including 
Community Development Journal and New Political Economy. She has worked 
in various campaigning groups and is an advocate for social justice and 
equality.

NEXT READ

Sinn Féin and the Politics of 
Left Republicanism
Eoin Ó Broin
Pb  978-0-7453-2462-3  £18.99

Understanding Contemporary 
Ireland
Edited by Brendan Bartley and Rob Kitchin
Pb  978-0-7453-2594-1  £21.99
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The Birth of Capitalism
A 21st Century Perspective

Henry Heller

Series: The Future of World Capitalism

In the light of the deepening crisis of capitalism and continued non-
Western capitalist accumulation, Henry Heller re-examines the debates 
surrounding the transition from feudalism to capitalism in Europe and 
elsewhere.

Focusing on arguments about the origin, nature and sustainability 
of capitalism, Heller offers a new reading of the historical evidence 
and a critical interrogation of the transition debate. He advances the 
idea that capitalism must be understood as a political as well as an 
economic entity. This book breathes new life into the scholarship, 
taking issue with the excessively economistic approach of Robert 
Brenner, which has gained increasing support over the last ten years. 
It concludes that the future of capitalism is more threatened than ever 
before.

The new insights in this book make it essential reading for engaged 
students and scholars of political economy and history.

Henry Heller  is a Professor of History at Manitoba University in 
Canada. He is the author of The Cold War and the New Imperialism: A Global 
History, 1945-2005 (2006); The Bourgeois Revolution in France (2006) and 
Labour, Science and Technology in France 1500-1620 (1996).
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Marx’s ‘Capital’
Ben Fine and Alfredo Saad-Filho
Pb  978-0-7453-3016-7  £12.99

Economics Transformed
Discovering the Brilliance of Marx

Robert Albritton
Pb  978-0-7453-2657-3  £17.99
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Remaking Scarcity
From Capitalist Inefficiency to Economic 
Democracy

Costas Panayotakis

Series: The Future of World Capitalism

The dominant schools of neoclassical and neoliberal economics tell us 
that material scarcity is an inevitable product of an insatiable human 
nature. Against this, Costas Panayotakis argues that scarcity is in fact a 
result of the social and economic processes of the capitalist system.

The overriding importance of the logic of capital accumulation 
accounts for the fact that capitalism is not able to make a rational use 
of scarce resources and the productive potential at the disposal of 
human society. Instead, capitalism produces grotesque inequalities and 
unnecessary human suffering, a toxic consumerist culture that fails to 
satisfy, and a deepening ecological crisis. 

Remaking Scarcity is a powerful challenge to the current economic 
orthodoxy. It asserts the core principle of economic democracy, that 
all human beings should have an equal say over the priorities of the 
economic system, as the ultimate solution to scarcity and ecological 
crisis.

Costas Panayotakis  teaches Sociology at New York City College 
of Technology. He has published on political economy, ecology and 
social movements and has been interviewed by numerous radio and TV 
programmes in the United States and abroad. He is the Book Review editor 
of the international journal Capitalism Nature Socialism.

NEXT READ

Inequality and the Global 
Economic Crisis
Douglas Dowd
Pb  978-0-7453-2943-7  £18.99

Tax Justice
Putting Global Inequality on the Agenda

Edited by Matti Kohonen and Francine Mestrum
Pb  978-0-7453-2861-4  £18.99

New series: The Future of World Capitalism
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The History of 
Democracy
A Marxist Interpretation

Brian S. Roper
The concept of democracy has become tarnished in recent years, 
as governments become disconnected from voters and pursue 
unpopular policies. And yet the ideal of democracy continues to inspire 
movements around the world, most recently the uprisings across the 
Arab world.

Brian Roper refreshes our understanding of democracy using a 
Marxist theoretical framework. He traces the history of democracy 
as it has passed through various historical moments from Athenian 
democracy to the Roman Republic, the revolutionary emergence of 
liberal representative and socialist participatory democracy in Europe 
and North America, and the global spread of democracy during the 
past century.

Roper argues that democracy cannot be understood separately 
from underlying processes of exploitation, and the class and social 
struggles these generate. He offers an engaging Marxist critique of 
representative democracy, and raises the possibility of alternative 
socialist and participatory democratic forms, which will be of interest 
to students and scholars of history, politics and those in other 
disciplines who are concerned about the past, present and future of 
democracy.

Brian S. Roper  lectures in Politics at the University of Otago, New 
Zealand. He has been involved in the socialist left and political activism in 
New Zealand since the early 1980s. He is the author of Prosperity for All? 
Economic, Social and Political Change in New Zealand since 1935 (2005).
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Ideologies in the Age of 
Extremes
Liberalism, Conservatism, Communism, Fascism 
1914-1991

Willie Thompson
Pb  978-0-7453-2711-2  £19.99

Revolution, Democracy, 
Socialism
Selected Writings

V. I. Lenin, edited by Paul Le Blanc
Pb  978-0-7453-2760-0  £14.99
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Herbert Marcuse
An Aesthetics of Liberation

Malcolm Miles

Series: Modern European Thinkers

When capitalism is clearly catastrophically out of control and its 
excesses cannot be sustained socially or ecologically, the ideas of 
Herbert Marcuse become as relevant as they were in the 1960s. This is 
the first English introduction to Marcuse to be published for decades, 
and deals specifically with his aesthetic theories and their relation to a 
critical theory of society.

Although Marcuse is best known as a critic of consumer society, 
epitomised in the classic One-Dimensional Man, Malcolm Miles 
provides an insight into how Marcuse’s aesthetic theories evolved 
within his broader attitudes, from his anxiety at the rise of fascism in 
the 1930s through heady optimism of the 1960s, to acceptance in the 
1970s that radical art becomes an invaluable progressive force when 
political change has become deadlocked.

Marcuse’s aesthetics of liberation, in which art assumes a primary 
role in interrupting the operation of capitalism, made him a key figure 
for the student movement in the 1960s. As diverse forms of resistance 
rise once more, a new generation of students, scholars and activists 
will find Marcuse’s radical theory essential to their struggle.

Malcolm Miles  is Professor of Cultural Theory at the University 
of Plymouth. He is the author of Urban Utopias: The Built and Social 
Architectures of Alternative Settlements (2008), Cities & Cultures (2007), 
Urban Avant-Gardes: Art, Architecture & Change (2004), and Art, Space & 
the City (1997). He is co-editor of the Routledge Critical Introductions to 
Urbanism series.
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Magical Marxism
Subversive Politics and the Imagination

Andy Merrifield
Pb  978-0-7453-3059-4  £17.99

Crack Capitalism
John Holloway
Pb  978-0-7453-3008-2  £17.99
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Hannah Arendt
A Critical Introduction

Finn Bowring

Series: Modern European Thinkers

Hannah Arendt is one of the most famous political theorists of the 
twentieth century, yet in the social sciences her work has rarely been 
given the attention it deserves. This careful and comprehensive study 
introduces Arendt to a wider audience.

Finn Bowring shows how Arendt’s writings have engaged with and 
influenced prominent figures in the sociological canon, and how her 
ideas may shed light on some of the most pressing social and political 
problems of today. He explores her critique of Marx, her relationship 
to Weber, the influence of her work on Habermas and the parallels and 
discrepancies between her and Foucault. This is a clearly written and 
scholarly text which surveys the leading debates over Arendt’s work, 
including discussions of totalitarianism, the public sphere and the 
nature of political responsibility. 

This book will bring new perspectives to students and lecturers in 
sociology and politics.

Finn Bowring  is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Social Sciences, 
Cardiff University. He is the author of André Gorz and the Sartrean Legacy 
(2000), and Science, Seeds and Cyborgs: Biotechnology and the Appropriation 
of Life (2003). His writing has also appeared in numerous scholarly 
journals, such as New Left Review, Telos, Radical Philosophy, Sociology, 
Capital and Class, Social Science and Medicine, Sociological Review, Anarchist 
Studies and Critical Social Policy.

NEXT READ

Capitalism’s New Clothes
Enterprise, Ethics and Enjoyment in Times of 
Crisis

Colin Cremin
Pb  978-0-7453-2814-0  £19.99

Jurgen Habermas
Democracy and the Public Sphere

Luke Goode
Pb  978-0-7453-2088-5  £22.99
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“
Hannah Arendt: A Critical 
Introduction presents an 

original and highly developed 
perspective on the influence of 
Arendt’s thinking on the social 
sciences, just as scholars in a 
number of related disciplines 
are beginning to rethink the 
relevance of Arendt’s work 
beyond political theory. 
Dimitris Papadopoulos 
Reader in Sociology and Organisation at the University 
of Leicester and co-author of Escape Routes (Pluto, 2008) 
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First the Transition, 
then the Crash
Eastern Europe in the 2000s

Edited by Gareth Dale
The 1989-91 upheavals in Eastern Europe sparked a tremendous 
acceleration of change. With the reverberations throughout the region 
of the global crisis of 2008-10 a new phase has begun. This volume 
identifies and explores its major features.

The book focuses on the relationships between geopolitics, the 
world economy and class restructuring. The authors, from Eastern and 
Western Europe, have been shaping scholarly debate about Eastern 
Europe’s entry into the global political economy. Together, their 
contributions show us a world far away from the simple neoliberal 
conceit of creaking communist economies witnessing rapid transitions 
to efficient markets, democracy and political liberty. Neoliberal 
interpretations of the global crash are also challenged.

With chapters covering the Balkans, Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Latvia, Poland, Russia and Ukraine, this is a thorough and complete 
survey of the brutal reality of capitalism for Eastern Europe.

Gareth Dale  is senior lecturer in politics and international relations at 
Brunel University. He belongs to the editorial boards of Debatte: Journal 
of Contemporary Central and Eastern Europe, and International Socialism. 
His previous books include a trilogy on East Germany, and a study of the 
writings of Karl Polanyi.
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Change in Putin’s Russia
Power, Money and People

Simon Pirani
Pb  978-0-7453-2690-0  £17.99

Poland’s New Capitalism
Jane Hardy
Pb  978-0-7453-2456-2  £17.99

The ups and downs of Eastern Europe’s economies
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The Rise and Fall of the 
Welfare State
Asbjørn Wahl
In an age of government imposed austerity, and after 30 years of neo-
liberal restructuring, the future of the welfare state looks increasingly 
uncertain. Asbjørn Wahl offers an accessible analysis of the situation 
across Europe, identifies the most important challenges and presents 
practical proposals for combating the assault on welfare.

Wahl argues that the welfare state should be seen as the result of 
a class compromise forged in the 20th century, which means that it 
cannot easily be exported internationally. He considers the enormous 
shifts in power relations and the profound internal changes to the 
welfare state which have occurred during the neo-liberal era, pointing 
to the paradigm shift that the welfare state is going through. This is 
illustrated by the shift from welfare to workfare and increased top-
down control.

As well as being a fascinating study in its own right that will appeal 
to students of economics and politics, The Rise and Fall of the Welfare 
State also points to an alternative way forward for the trade union 
movement based on concrete examples of struggles and alliance-
building.

Asbjørn Wahl  is director of the Campaign for the Welfare State. He 
is also an adviser at the Norwegian Union of Municipal and General 
Employees and holds an elected position at the International Transport 
Workers’ Federation. He is an active member of the Labour and 
Globalisation network.

NEXT READ

Decent Capitalism
A Blueprint for Reforming our Economies

Sebastian Dullien, Hansjörg Herr and Christian 
Kellermann
Pb  978-0-7453-3109-6  £17.99

Labour and the Challenges of 
Globalization
What Prospects For Transnational Solidarity?

Edited by Andreas Bieler, Ingemar Lindberg and 
Devan Pillay
Pb  978-0-7453-2756-3  £21.99
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Humans and Other 
Animals
Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Human-
Animal Interactions

Samantha Hurn

Series: Anthropology, Culture and Society

Humans and Other Animals is about the myriad and evolving ways 
in which humans and animals interact, the divergent cultural 
constructions of humanity and animality found around the world, and 
individual experiences of other animals. 

Samantha Hurn explores the work of anthropologists and 
scholars from related disciplines concerned with the growing field of 
anthrozoology. Case studies from a wide range of cultural contexts are 
discussed, and readers are invited to engage with a diverse range of 
human-animal interactions including blood sports (such as hunting, 
fishing and bull fighting), pet keeping and ‘petishism’, eco-tourism 
and wildlife conservation, working animals and animals as food. The 
idea of animal exploitation raised by the animal rights movements is 
considered, as well as the anthropological implications of changing 
attitudes towards animal personhood, and the rise of a posthumanist 
philosophy in the social sciences more generally. 

Key debates surrounding these issues are raised and assessed and, 
in the process, readers are encouraged to consider their own attitudes 
towards other animals and, by extension, what it means to be human.

Samantha Hurn  is Lecturer in Anthropology at the University of Wales 
Trinity Saint David where she convenes an award-winning MA programme 
in Anthrozoology. She has conducted ethnographic fieldwork in Wales, 
Andalusia, South Africa and Swaziland.
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Eco-Sufficiency and Global 
Justice
Women Write Political Ecology

Edited by Ariel Salleh
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Sick Planet
Corporate Food and Medicine

Stan Cox
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The Capability of Places
Methods for Modelling Community 
Response to Intrusion and Change

Sandra Wallman

Series: Anthropology, Culture and Society

How can we assess the ability of a place to respond to challenges 
like migration, recession and disease? Places which seem similar 
can respond very differently, and with varying degrees of success, to 
external threats and to the interventions designed to manage them.

In this magisterial work, drawing on decades of research, Sandra 
Wallman explores how we can measure and compare the resilience of 
communities, looking in detail at neighbourhoods in London, Rome 
and Zambia. Each locale is examined as a system which is more or less 
open or closed; open systems tend to be more resilient when faced 
with external challenges.

As well as being a fascinating study in its own right, the book 
includes detailed accounts of the research methods used, as well as 
a user-friendly typology for classifying local systems, making it an 
invaluable tool for students, researchers and policy-makers.

Sandra Wallman  is an Emeritus Professor of Anthropology at 
University College London. She is the author of Kampala Women Getting by: 
Wellbeing in the Time of AIDS and Eight London Households.
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Home Spaces, Street Styles
Contesting Power and Identity in a South African 
City

Leslie J. Bank
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The Trouble with Community
Anthropological Reflections on Movement, Identity 
and Collectivity

Vered Amit and Nigel Rapport
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“
Fieldwork, comparison, 
team collaboration, 

longitudinal research – all 
in one study, and one book! 
There is a sophisticated 
ethnographic eye, and a 
productive synthesis of 
perspectives from social 
anthropology and related 
fields. As anthropologists 
renew their methodology, to 
face widening practical and 
theoretical challenges, they 
can learn much from Sandra 
Wallman’s team. 
Ulf Hannerz 
Professor Emeritus of Social Anthropology, Stockholm 
University and author of Cultural Complexity (1992), 
Transnational Connections (1996) and Anthropology’s 
World (Pluto, 2010).



www.plutobooks.com  PlutoPress26

The Gas Field
Discordant Developments and the Politics of 
Survival in Bangladesh

Katy Gardner

Series: Anthropology, Culture and Society

What happens when a vast multinational mining company operates 
a gas plant situated close to four densely populated villages in rural 
Bangladesh? How does its presence contribute to local processes 
of ‘development’? And what do corporate claims of ‘community 
engagement’ involve? Drawing from author Katy Gardner’s 
longstanding relationship with the area, The Gas Field reveals the 
complex and contradictory ways that local people attempt to connect 
to, and are disconnected by, foreign capital.

Everyone has a story to tell: whether of dispossession and 
scarcity, the success of Corporate Social Responsibility, or imperialist 
exploitation and corruption. Yet as Gardner argues, what really 
matters in the struggles over resources is which of these stories are 
heard, and the power of those who tell them.

Based around the discordant narratives of dispossessed land 
owners, urban activists, mining officials and the rural landless, The 
Gas Field touches on some of the most urgent economic and political 
questions of our time, including resource ownership and scarcity, 
and the impact of foreign investment and industrialisation on global 
development.

Katy Gardner  lectures in Social Anthropology at the University of 
Sussex and is the author of several books including, Global Migrants, Local 
Lives: Travel and Transformation in Rural Bangladesh (1995) and, with David 
Lewis, Anthropology, Development and the Post-modern Challenge (Pluto, 
1996).
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Border Watch
Cultures of Immigration, Detention and 
Control

Alexandra Hall

Series: Anthropology, Culture and Society

Questions over immigration and asylum face almost all Western 
countries. Should numbers be limited? Should only economically 
useful immigrants be allowed? What should be done with unwanted or 
‘illegal’ immigrants? In this bold and original intervention, Alexandra 
Hall shows that immigration detention centres offer a window onto 
society’s broader attitudes towards, and treatment of, immigrants.

Despite periodic media scandals, remarkably little has been written 
about the everyday workings of the grassroots immigration system, 
or about the people charged with enacting immigration policy at 
local levels. Detention, particularly, is a hidden side of border politics, 
despite its growing international importance as a tool of control and 
security. This book fills the gap admirably, analysing the everyday 
encounters between officers and immigrants in detention to explore 
broad social trends and theoretical concerns.

This highly topical book provides rare insights into the treatment of 
‘others’ and will be essential for policy makers and students studying  
anthropology and sociology.

Alexandra Hall  is Research Associate in the Department of Geography, 
University of Durham.

NEXT READ

A Suitable Enemy
Racism, Migration and Islamophobia in Europe
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Open Borders
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Teresa Hayter
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The Future of Kurdistan
The Iraqi Dilemma

Kerim Yildiz
During the United States military occupation of Iraq, the Kurdistan 
region was one of the few places in the country where insurgent 
violence was not a daily occurrence. However, as tension with the 
Iraqi central government increases over issues of security, oil and gas 
management and the disputed territory of Kirkuk, and with Turkey 
and Iran continuing their cross border military operations, Kurdistan 
Iraq faces numerous challenges.

The current context allows for a fresh look at the situation of 
the Kurds in Iraq. No longer subject to the cruel regime of Saddam 
Hussein, the Kurds are set to be important figures in the shaping of 
Iraq’s future.

The Future of Kurdistan: The Iraqi Dilemma focuses on how issues 
faced by Kurdistan Iraq today are being dealt with by both central 
government and international forces as well as on the prospects for 
Kurdistan and Iraq’s political, economic and cultural future.

Kerim Yildiz  is the Chief Executive of the Kurdish Human Rights 
Project, an innovative London-based human rights organisation that 
strategically challenges legislation and practices in order to secure redress 
for survivors of human rights violations and to prevent future abuses. 
A Kurd and former refugee from political persecution, he has written 
and spoken extensively on issues of human rights, minority rights and 
international law. 
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The Kurds in Iraq
The Past, Present and Future

Kerim Yildiz
Pb  978-0-7453-2662-7  £17.99

The Kurds in Iran
The Past, Present and Future

Kerim Yildiz and Tanyel Taysi
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Prison Writings Volume 
II
The PKK and the Kurdish Question in the 
21st Century

Abdullah Öcalan. Translated by Klaus Happel
In his second book, Abdullah Öcalan applies the political and historical 
philosophy that was developed in the first volume of his Prison 
Writings to the Kurdish question. The book addresses the concrete 
political issues at the centre of the Kurdish question. Öcalan calls for a 
‘Renaissance of the Middle East’ where the integration of democratic 
Western values and universal human rights with the deeply rooted 
cultural values of the Middle Eastern societies, especially the Kurdish, 
will form a new synthesis of civilisations.

Abdullah Öcalan was the leader of the Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK). He was eventually kidnapped while in Kenya in 1999, and has 
been in prison in Turkey ever since. Öcalan was the most wanted man 
in Turkey for almost two decades until his kidnapping. From 1984, 
under his leadership, the PKK fought for an independent Kurdish state 
in the southeast of Turkey. In a sustained popular uprising, tens of 
thousands of PKK guerrillas took on the second largest army in NATO. 
The book begins with Preliminary Notes by Cemil Bayik, military 
commander of the PKK.

Abdullah Öcalan  is in prison in Turkey serving a life sentence. He was 
the leader of the Kurdish revolutionary party, the PKK. He was eventually 
kidnapped while abroad in 1999, and has been in prison in Turkey ever 
since.

NEXT READ

The European Union and 
Turkish Accession
Human Rights and the Kurds

Kerim Yildiz and Mark Muller
Pb  978-0-7453-2784-6  £18.99

Prison Writings
The Roots of Civilisation 

Abdullah Öcalan. Translated by Klaus Happel
Hb  978-0-7453-2785-3  £60.00

Transmedia Publishing
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Flammable Societies
Studies on the Socio-Economics of Oil and 
Gas

Edited by John-Andrew McNeish and Owen J 
Logan
The impact of the oil and gas industry – paradoxically seen both as a 
blessing and a curse on socio-economic development – is a question 
at the heart of the comparative studies in this volume stretching 
from Northern Europe to the Caucasus, the Gulf of Guinea to Latin 
America. 

Britain’s transformation under Margaret Thatcher into a supposedly 
post-industrial society orientated towards consumer sovereignty was 
paid for with revenues from the North Sea oil industry, an industry 
conveniently out of sight and out of mind for many. Drawing on 
bottom-up research and theoretical reflection the authors question the 
political and scientific basis of current international policy that aims 
to address the problem of resource management through standard 
Western models of economic governance, institution building and 
national sovereignty.   

This book offers valuable material for students and researchers 
concerned with politics, inequality and poverty in resource-rich 
countries. Among the key critical issues the book highlights is the 
need to understand the politics of social territorialism as a response to 
exclusionary geopolitics.

John-Andrew McNeish  is Associate Professor at the Norwegian 
University of Life Sciences and Senior Researcher at the Chr. Michelsens 
Institute.

Owen J Logan  is a photographer and writer and a Research Fellow at the 
University of Aberdeen where he worked with the Lives in the Oil Industry 
oral history project. His work has been exhibited and published widely 
and is in the art collection of the Scottish Parliament. He is a contributing 
editor to Variant magazine.
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Edited by Sheila Newman
Pb  978-0-7453-2717-4  £21.99

Oil Crusades
America Through Arab Eyes

Abdulhay Yahya Zalloum
Pb  978-0-7453-2559-0  £17.99
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Alert 2011!
Report on Conflicts, Human Rights and 
Peacebuilding

Escola de Cultura de Pau
The Alert 2011! report analyses conflicts and peacebuilding in six areas: 
armed conflicts, socio-political crises, peace processes, humanitarian 
crises, human rights and transitional justice, and the gender 
dimension in peace-building.

Focusing on these areas, Alert 2011! attempts to offer an overview 
of the state of the world and reveal possible trends and dynamics 
related to these areas. The analysis is supplemented with a table of 
indicators that provides qualitative and quantitative information for 
each area of study. This allows the report to act as a vital preventive 
tool regarding general trends or situations in specific countries. 

The yearbook also identifies opportunities for peace. There are some 
scenarios with elements that lead us to believe that positive advances 
are possible in 2011 if the necessary political actions are taken and 
international support is given.

The Escola de Cultura de Pau  (ECP - School for a Culture of Peace) 
was established in 1999 with the aim of organizing academic, research and 
intervention activities related to peace culture, analysis, prevention and 
transformation of conflicts, education for peace, disarmament and the 
promotion of human rights.

Peace Processes 
Yearbook 2011
Vicenç Fisas Armengol
The Peace Processes Yearbook 2011 analyses conflicts in which 
negotiations are underway with the intention of reaching a peace 
agreement. The yearbook looks at a variety of negotiations, including 
both formalised and exploratory talks and those that are stalled or in 
crisis. The report also examines some cases, such as India, where the 
negotiations or explorations are partial in that they do not encompass 
all the armed groups in a country. 

Most of the negotiations refer to armed conflicts and the report 
analyses some contexts where, although armed conflict has been 
suspended, the parties have not reached a final agreement to end 
hostilities. The negotiations therefore make sense in order to avoid the 
beginning or a resurgence of new armed confrontations.

The Peace Processes Yearbook 2011 will be a vital resource for 
students, researchers and policy makers in the field of conflict 
resolution.

Vicenç Fisas Armengol  is Holder of UNESCO Chair on Peace and 
Humans Rights at the Autonomous University of Barcelona and author of 
36 books about peace studies, disarmament and peace processes.
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The Fair Trade 
Revolution
Edited by John Bowes. 
Foreword by Mary Robinson

A lively survey of Fair Trade and the 
challenges facing it, written by some 
of the leading lights in the Fair Trade 
movement.

Power and Terror
Conflict, Hegemony, and the Rule 
of Force

Noam Chomsky

Noam Chomsky analyses US foreign 
policy in the Middle East in the 10 
years since 9/11. Includes 3 previously 
unpublished essays.

Brown Skin, 
White Masks
Hamid Dabashi

Dabashi picks up where Franz Fanon left 
off, examining the negative influence of 
intellectual immigrants as facilitators of 
American imperialism.

Our Way to Fight
Peace-Work Under Siege in Israel-
Palestine

Michael Riordon

Follows the dangerous lives of peace 
activists in Israel and Palestine, exploring 
the risks they face, and small victories 
that sustain them.

More Bad News 
From Israel
Greg Philo and Mike Berry

Large-scale examination of media 
coverage of the current conflict in the 
Middle East and the impact it has on 
public opinion.

People Without 
History
India’s Muslim Ghettos

Jeremy Seabrook and Imran 
Ahmed Siddiqui

An elegantly written study of Muslims 
living in the Indian Ghetto of Kolkata, 
showing that religious radicalisation 
does not closely follow poverty.

Recent Highlights
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288pp  198mm x 129mm  
16 colour photos 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3078-5	
£12.99 
Hb	978-0-7453-3079-2	
£40

April 2011 
208pp  198mm x 129mm 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3137-9	
£12.99

January 2011 
176pp  215mm x 135mm 
Pb	 978-0-7453-2873-7	
£14.99 
Hb	978-0-7453-2874-4	
£50

January 2011 
248pp  215mm x 135mm 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3022-8	
£17.99 
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£60

April 2011 
480pp  215mm x 135mm 
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£16.99 
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£50
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272pp  198mm x 129mm  
13 photos, 1 map 
Pb	 978-0-7453-3113-3	
£17.99 
Hb	978-0-7453-3114-0	
£60

The State of 
Islam
Culture and Cold War Politics in 
Pakistan

Saadia Toor

Studies Pakistan through the lens of 
the Cold War and the War on Terror and 
sheds light on the processes behind the 
rise of militant Islam.

Marx and the 
Alternative to 
Capitalism
Kieran Allen

An accessible and comprehensive 
overview of the ideas of Karl Marx that 
elucidates his theories and suggests 
crucial alternatives to capitalism.

Inventing Africa
History, Archaeology and Ideas

Robin Derricourt

A critical account of how the history of 
Africa has been understood, interpreted 
and misinterpreted from the 19th 
century to today.
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The Fair Trade 
Revolution
Edited by John Bowes. 
Foreword by Mary Robinson

A lively survey of Fair Trade and the 
challenges facing it, written by some 
of the leading lights in the Fair Trade 
movement.

Power and Terror
Conflict, Hegemony, and the Rule 
of Force

Noam Chomsky

Noam Chomsky analyses US foreign 
policy in the Middle East in the 10 
years since 9/11. Includes 3 previously 
unpublished essays.

Brown Skin, 
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Hamid Dabashi

Dabashi picks up where Franz Fanon left 
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American imperialism.

The State of 
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Pakistan
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Studies Pakistan through the lens of 
the Cold War and the War on Terror and 
sheds light on the processes behind the 
rise of militant Islam.

Marx and the 
Alternative to 
Capitalism
Kieran Allen

An accessible and comprehensive 
overview of the ideas of Karl Marx that 
elucidates his theories and suggests 
crucial alternatives to capitalism.

Inventing Africa
History, Archaeology and Ideas

Robin Derricourt

A critical account of how the history of 
Africa has been understood, interpreted 
and misinterpreted from the 19th 
century to today.

Magical Marxism
Subversive Politics and the 
Imagination

Andy Merrifield

Breathes new life into the Marxist 
tradition, applying previously 
unexplored approaches that reveal vital 
new modes of political activism and 
debate.

Decent 
Capitalism
A Blueprint for Reforming our 
Economies

Sebastian Dullien, Hansjörg 
Herr and Christian Kellermann

“Highly stimulating and thoughtful.” 
- Nouriel Roubini. Sets out realistic 
alternatives to the neoliberal capitalism 
that caused the global crisis.

Islamic Activists
The Anti-Enlightenment Democrats

Deina Ali Abdelkader

A thorough explanation of Islamic 
scholarship on democracy, which shows 
that enlightenment values are not 
essential to democratic societies. 
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The Universal 
Journalist
David Randall

New updated edition of the world’s 
leading handbook on journalism.

NEWSPEAK in 
the 21st Century
David Edwards and David 
Cromwell

Exposé of pro-establishment bias in the 
news, including the so-called liberal 
media.

Ricin!
The Inside Story of the Terror Plot 
That Never Was

Lawrence Archer and Fiona 
Bawdon. Foreword by Michael 
Mansfield QC

The first book to uncover the full 
story behind the so-called Ricin terror 
plot, which exposes the extent of 
government spin around security.

My Father Was a 
Freedom Fighter
Gaza’s Untold Story

Ramzy Baroud

A deeply moving chronicle of the 
persisting Palestinian ordeal that pays 
tribute to the author’s father and the 
men and women of Gaza.

Economics for 
Everyone
A Short Guide to the Economics of 
Capitalism

Jim Stanford

“[Stanford] has written a book - both 
pragmatic and idealistic - with the power 
to change the world.”  Naomi Klein

Resistance
The Essence of the Islamist 
Revolution

Alastair Crooke

A compelling account of the origins of 
the Islamist Revolution and the ideas 
and energy mobilising the Islamic world.

Bestsellers

April 2011 
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£17.99 
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A History of 
Modern Lebanon
Fawwaz Traboulsi

The first comprehensive history of 
Lebanon in the modern period that 
brings to life its politics, its people and 
its role in world affairs.

The Communist 
Manifesto
Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels. Introduction by David 
Harvey

Beautiful edition of Marx and Engels’ 
classic manifesto, introduced by 
renowned social theorist David Harvey.

Black Skin, White 
Masks
Frantz Fanon. Forewords by 
Homi K. Bhabha and Ziauddin 
Sardar

A devastating account of the feelings of 
inadequacy experienced by previously 
colonised people in a white world.
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New updated edition of the world’s 
leading handbook on journalism.
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news, including the so-called liberal 
media.
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Masks
Frantz Fanon. Forewords by 
Homi K. Bhabha and Ziauddin 
Sardar

A devastating account of the feelings of 
inadequacy experienced by previously 
colonised people in a white world.

Crack Capitalism
John Holloway

A groundbreaking guide to moving 
beyond capitalism, which shows that 
radical change can only come from 
exploiting ‘cracks’ in the system.

Israeli Apartheid
A Beginner’s Guide

Ben White

Indispensable introduction to the Israel/
Palestine conflict, examining the current 
structures of Israeli domination.

The Palestine-
Israel Conflict
A Basic Introduction

Gregory Harms and Todd M. 
Ferry

‘This superior and remarkably thorough, 
if brief, study of the Holy Land enigma 
is strongly recommended as an 
introduction.’ - Choice
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Setagaya Ward
Tokyo
154-0024
Tel +81 (0) 3 3424 8977 
Fax +81 (0) 3 3424 8977 
Email tkburland@gmail.com

STOCKHOLDING  
DISTRIBUTORS 

Australia/New Zealand 
Palgrave Macmillan 
Level 1, 15-19 Claremont Street 
South Yarra  
Vic 3141
Tel +61 03 9825 1000
Fax +61 03 9825 1010
Email palgrave@macmillan.com.au
Web www.palgravemacmillan.com.au

Canada
Brunswick Books 
20 Maud St. #303 
Toronto, ON M5V 2M5
Tel 416 703 3598
Fax 416 703 6561
Email info@brunswickbooks.ca
Web www.brunswickbooks.ca

Israel / Palestine
Educational Bookshop 
22 Salah Eldin St.  
P.O.BOX 54008  
91540 Jerusalem 
Tel +972 2 628 3704 
Fax +972 2 628 0814
Email info@educationalbookshop.com 
Web www.educationalbookshop.com

South Africa & Botswana,  
Namibia, Lesotho, Swaziland
Jacana Media (Pty) Ltd  
10 Orange Street, Sunnyside  
Auckland Park, 2092 JHB
Tel +27 (0) 11 628 3200
Fax +27 (0) 11 482 7280 
Email sales@jacana.co.za 
Web www.jacana.co.za

Germany
Missing Link Versandbuchhandlung 
Westerstrasse 114 – 116  
28199 Bremen  
Germany 
Tel +49 421 504348 
Fax +49 421 504316 
Email info@missing-link.de 

Far East (exc. Japan)
Taylor & Francis Asia Pacific 
240 MacPherson Road 
08-01 Pines Industrial Estate 
Singapore 348574
Tel +65 6741 5166
Fax +65 6742 9356
Email sales@tandf.com.sg

For all other territories
Simon Liebesny  
Sales Director, Pluto Press 
Tel +44 20 8374 2188 (direct line) 
Fax +44 20 8348 9133 
Email simon@plutobooks.com




