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Committing Theatre
Theatre Radicalism and Political Intervention in Canada
Alan Filewod 

The first full-length historical study of political 
intervention theatre and theatrical spectatorship in 
English Canada

Committing Theatre offers the first full-length historical study 
of political intervention theatre and theatrical spectatorship in 
English Canada. Building on twenty years of research and engage-
ment in the field, this book’s historical narrative frames close-up 
examples of how theatre artists have intervened in and engaged 
with political struggle from the mid-19th century to the present. 
Lumber-camp mock trials, Mayday parades and street protests, 
the Workers Theatre Movement, agitprop theatre, the counter-
culture theatre of the 1960s and 1970s, and more recent anarchist 
theatre collectives all played a role in a vibrant and unique radi-
cal theatre culture that went largely unnoticed, unrecorded, and 
undocumented by the professional theatre establishment. 

Alan Filewod is Professor of Theatre Studies at the University of 
Guelph and a recognized authority on Canada’s theatre history. He 
has been involved in political theatre for over thirty years.

350 pages
6" x 9"
ISBN 978-1-926662-76-3
$29.95
September 2011
Theatre Studies and Drama | 
History | Activism and Social 
Movements
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Warrior Nation?
Rebranding Canada in a Fearful Age
Ian McKay and Jamie Swift

An urgent call to arms for all Canadians to resist the 
Far Right’s annexation of our history and culture

Warrior Nation examines a massive, multi-faceted, and 
ominous campaign to change the very definition of Canada. Far 
from a peacekeeping nation Canada has become a newly milita-
rized nation whose apostles—the New Warriors—are fighting hard 
to move public opinion. The New Warriors are out to transform the 
central myths and symbols of postwar Canada—peaceable king-
dom, just society, multicultural tolerance, parliamentary democ-
racy, and reasoned public debate—and replace them with vastly 
different conceptions. A warrior nation. Racial profiling. Leader-
ship from the top down. Permanent political polarization. 

Replacing peacekeeping from its central place among Canada’s 
shared myths and symbols is part of a far bigger pattern. The tran-
sition from the peaceable kingdom to the warrior nation will affect 
everything and everyone in the country. Future generations might 
ask “Where were you, and what did you do about it?” when you 
finally “got” the scope of the political and cultural reprogramming 
the extreme Right has launched in—and on—our country.

Ian McKay is Professor of History at Queen’s University and the 
author of the award-winning Reasoning Otherwise: Leftists and the 
People’s Enlightenment in Canada, 1890–1920. Jamie Swift is the 
author of numerous books, from biography and history to corpo-
rate muckraking.

300 pages
6" x 8"
ISBN 978-1-926662-77-0
$26.95
October 2011
Politics | Current Events |  
Military History
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¡Viva!
Community Arts and Popular Education in the Americas
Deb Barndt

Compelling case studies of groups in Panama, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, the United States, and Canada 
using the arts for education, community  
development, and social movement building

With examples from community arts projects in five coun-
tries, this collection will inform and inspire students, artists, and 
activists. ¡Viva! is the product of a five-year transnational research 
project that integrates place, politics, passion, and praxis. 

Learn from Central America: Kuna children’s art workshops, a 
community television station in Nicaragua, a cultural marketplace 
in Guadalajara, Mexico, community mural production in Chiapas; 
and from North America: arts education in Los Angeles inner-city 
schools, theatre probing ancestral memory, community plays with 
over one hundred participants, and training programs for young 
artists in Canada. These practices offer critical hope for move-
ments hungry for new ways of knowing and expressing histories, 
identities, and aspirations, as well as mobilizing communities for 
social transformation. Beautifully illustrated with more than one 
hundred colour photographs, the book also includes a DVD with 
videos that bring the projects to life.

Deborah Barndt is Professor and Coordinator of the Community 
Arts Practice (CAP) Certificate Program and Faculty of Environ-
mental Studies at York University in Toronto. She is the author 
of Tangled Routes: Women, Work, and Globalization on the Tomato 
Trail, and editor of Wild Fire: Art as Activism.

240 pages plus DVD
9" x 10"
ISBN 978-1-926662-51-0
$24.95
October 2011
Art | Latin American Studies | 
Social Movements | Social 
Change
Canadian rights only
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“Too Asian?”
Racism and Post-Secondary Education in Canada
Edited by Jeet Heer, Mike Ma, Davina Bhandar, and R.J. Gilmour

A collection exploring race and representation on 
Canadian campuses with the infamous Maclean’s 
“Too Asian?” article as a flashpoint 

The now notorious Maclean’s article “Too Asian?” from the 
magazine’s 2010 campus issue has sparked a national furor about 
race in Canadian higher education. Since the founding of the fed-
eral policy of multiculturalism, Canadians have prided themselves 
on their ability to integrate diversity into a broader multicultural 
environment, but the often heated discussions about race point 
to fissures in this national project. This collection uses the con-
troversy about the Maclean’s article as a flashpoint to interrogate 
issues of race and representation on Canadian campuses and what 
it means for students and learning across the country. 

R.J. Gilmour holds a PhD in History from York University. Jeet Heer 
writes for The National Post, The Walrus, the Guardian, and the 
Globe and Mail, and is finishing his doctoral thesis at York Uni-
versity. Michael Ma is professor of Criminology at Kwantlen Poly-
technic University and a board member of the Chinese Canadian 
National Council–Toronto Chapter. Davina Bhandar is a professor 
of Canadian Studies at Trent University.

224 pages
6" x 8"
ISBN 978-1-926662-78-7
$24.95
November 2011
Education | Current Affairs | 
Media Studies | Critical Race 
Studies
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Whose Streets?
The Toronto G20 and the Challenges of Summit Protest
Edited by Tom Malleson and David Wachsmuth

In June 2010 activists opposing the G20 meeting held in 
Toronto were greeted with arbitrary state violence on a scale never 
before seen in Canada. Whose Streets? is a combination of testi-
monials from the front lines and analyses of the broader context, 
an account that both reflects critically on what occurred in Toronto 
and looks ahead to further building our capacity for resistance.

Featuring reflections from activists who helped organize the 
mobilizations, demonstrators and passersby who were arbitrarily 
arrested and detained, and scholars committed to the theory and 
practice of confronting neoliberal capitalism, the collection bal-
ances critical perspective with on-the-street intensity. It offers vital 
insight for activists on how local organizing and global activism 
can come together.

Tom Malleson is a PhD candidate in Political Science at the Uni-
versity of Toronto. He is a long time social movement organizer, 
particularly within anti-poverty and migrant justice movements. 
David Wachsmuth was trained as an urban planner in Toronto and 
is now a PhD candidate in Sociology at New York University. He is 
an organizer with GSOC-UAW, the union for graduate employees 
at NYU.

224 pages
6” x 8”
ISBN 978-1-926662-79-4
$24.95
November 2011
Politics | Current Affairs | 
Democracy and Protest | Social 
Movements | Activism

Activists, arrestees, and academics offer their views 
on the June 2010 G20 protests: contexts and  
analyses and—most importantly—lessons for  
activists for future struggles
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The No-Nonsense Guide to World Population
Vanessa Baird

New No-Nonsense Guides

Are we heading for a population “explosion?” How 
many people can the planet sustain?

With world population passing 7 billion and predicted to hit 
9 billion by 2050 we are in the grip of a number panic. This book 
looks at what the numbers mean; why women in most parts of the 
world are having fewer children; what will happen to our societ-
ies as we all live longer; and how having babies relates to climate 
change.

Vanessa Baird has been co-editor at New Internationalist magazine 
since 1986. Her previous books include, as compiler and editor, 
Eye to Eye Women and The No-Nonsense Guide to Sexual Diversity.

144 pages
4.375" x 7"
ISBN 978-1-926662-50-3
$16.00
September 2011
Politics | Human Geography | 
Current Affairs | Sociology
Canadian rights only
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No-Nonsense Guide to World History, Third Edition
Chris Brazier

New No-Nonsense Guides

New context—climate change and global financial 
crisis—added to a best-selling No-Nonsense Guide

Who was the first black queen? How much do you know 
about China’s history? Most people’s knowledge of world history 
is hazy and incomplete at best. This updated No-Nonsense Guide 
gives a full picture, revealing the hidden histories and commu-
nities left out of conventional textbooks—from the civilizations 
of Africa, Asia and Latin America to the history of women. This 
updated edition of one of the best-selling guides in the series 
includes a new chapter situated at the end of the first decade of 
the 21st century as well as material on the financial crisis and the 
world response to climate change. A perfect read for someone who 
wants to embrace the whole of history, rather than disconnected 
dynasties and events—all in one slim volume.

Chris Brazier has been co-editor at New Internationalist magazine 
since 1984. Previous publications include Vietnam: The Price of 
Peace and Raging Against the Machine (editor). He is also principal 
writer for UNICEF’s The State of the World’s Children report.

160 pages
4.375" x 7"
ISBN 978-1-926662-49-7
$16.00
September 2011
World History
Canadian rights only

Other No-Nonsense Guides available: Animal Rights; Arms Trade; Class, Caste, and Hierarchies; Climate Change; 
Conflict and Peace; Democracy; Fair Trade; Global Finance; Globalization; Global Media; Global Surveillance; Global 
Terrorism; Green Politics; HIV/AIDS; Human Rights; Indigenous Peoples; International Development; International 
Migration; Islam; Religion; Science; Sexual Diversity; Tourism; The United Nations; Water; Women’s Rights; World 
Food; World Health; World Music; World Poverty
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Spring 2011 Titles

Our Way to Fight
Peace-Work under Siege in Israel-
Palestine

Michael Riordon

256 pages | 5.5" x 8.5"
ISBN 978-1-897071-72-4
$24.95
February 2011 
Activism | Conflict & Peace | Politics

A compelling look at those who’ve 
transcended the wall and refuse to see 
The Other as enemy

Generation NGO
Edited by Alisha Nicole Apale 
and Valerie Stam

224 pages | 6" x 8"
ISBN 978-1-897071-75-5
$24.95
May 2011 
Sustainability & Development |  
Biography, Memoir, and Life Writing

A collection that provides glimpses 
into the journey begun when inter-
national development professionals 
touch down in foreign lands

Home and Native Land
Unsettling Multiculturalism in 
Canada

EDITED BY May Chazan, Lisa
Helps, Anna Stanley, and
Sonali Thakkar

256 pages | 6" x 9"
ISBN 978-1-897071-61-8
$29.95
July 2011
Critical Race Studies | Politics |  
Sociology 

Challenging—unsettling—our  
commonly held understanding of 
multiculturalism

The No-Nonsense Guide to 
Surveillance
Robin Tudge

144 pages | 4.375" x 7"
ISBN 978-1-897071-70-0
$16.00
April 2011
Technology | Politics
Canadian rights only

In a world of security cameras, border 
control, email, and DNA, this book ex-
amines the extent to which Big Brother 
is watching us all

The No-Nonsense Guide to 
Climate Change
The Science, the Solutions, the
Way Forward

Danny Chivers

144 pages | 4.375" x 7"
ISBN 978-1-897071-71-7
$16.00
March 2011
Environment | Politics
Canadian rights only

A completely new book on the politics 
of climate in a post-Copenhagen world



10   Fall 2011

Ordering Books

INDIVIDUAL ORDERS

Our books are available in book-
stores across Canada and the U.S. 
If you can’t find a title in your local 
bookstore, please ask them to 
order it.

Use your VISA or MasterCard to 
order directly from our office, or 
on-line from our website at  
www.btlbooks.com. A shipping fee 
will be applied.

Between the Lines
401 Richmond St West, Studio 277
Toronto ON Canada M5V 3A8
TEL 416-535-9914
TOLL-FREE 1-800-718-7201
FAX 416-535-1484
e-mail: info@btlbooks.com
www.btlbooks.com

HST No. 10049 6330 RT0001

RETAIL TRADE, LIBRARY,
UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE
BOOKSTORE ORDERS

North America
University of Toronto Press
5201 Dufferin Street
Toronto ON M3H 5T8
TEL 416-667-7791
TOLL-FREE 1-800-565-9523
FAX 416-667-7832 or
1-800-221-9985

U.K.
Central Books Ltd.
99 Wallis Road
London E9 5LN
UK
TEL +44 20 8986 4854
e-mail: orders@centralbooks.com
www.centralbooks.com

Discounts
Trade/Author/Wholesaler  
Discounts: 40% (must meet 
group minimum set by UTP).  
Academic/Library Discounts: 
20%.

Shipping and handling costs 
additional.

Returns
Books are returnable after 3 
months and before 12 months 
from the date of invoice. Books 
must be clean, unmarked, and 
in resaleable condition. Returns 
must be shipped prepaid; please 
quote the invoice number.

SALES REPRESENTATION
Brunswick Books (formerly  
Fernwood Books) represents BTL 
to all academic and trade buyers 
across Canada:

Atlantic
Simon Moll
TEL 902-404-9367
simon@brunswickbooks.ca

Quebec
Eileen Young
TEL 514-768-1868
eileen@brunswickbooks.ca

Ottawa
Danielle Frank
TEL 514-357-5575
danielle@brunswickbooks.ca

Ontario
Lindsay Sharpe
TEL 416-703-3598
lindsay@brunswickbooks.ca

NW Ontario, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan
Wayne Antony & Jessica Antony
TEL 204-474-2958
wayne@brunswickbooks.ca
jessica@brunswickbooks.ca

Alberta, British Columbia
Kim Goodliffe
TEL 778-371-5430
kim@brunswickbooks.ca

Prices in catalogue are in Canadian 
dollars, and are subject to change 
without notice.
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Between the Lines gratefully acknowledges assistance for its 
publishing activities from the Canada Council for the Arts, the 
Ontario Arts Council, the Government of Ontario through the 
Ontario Book Publishers Tax Credit Program and through the 
Ontario Book Initiative, the Ontario Media Development Cor
poration, and the Government of Canada through the Canada 
Book Fund.

Want to write Between the Lines?

We’re always looking for new manuscripts from sharp 
minds who want to challenge the mainstream. 

Our submission guidelines are available on our website 
at www.btlbooks.com
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